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transactions—a maximum of 30 kilos per month, and only as cover for
action—were made by team members not supported by CIA and were known

to and controlled by FAR.|

[In any case, the liaison

relationship would presumably have to continue |

and the risk of being tarred with the narcotics brush would not
be substantially reduced.! D

Tovar took Washington's logic one step further. If the official connection
was also to be severed, then all liaison with FAR in MR 1 should go, too. That,
in turn, would mean the end of the Nam Yu irregulars, who depended on a
cooperative relationship with FAR. Hoping to avoid such a drastic solution,

ffered to get to terminate all team personnel either cur-
rently or formerly involved in opium purchases. This. would materially reduce

the program’s intelligence potential but would leave the agent somethin% to

work with. Headquarters accepted the bargain, on the condition that
[:\'explicitly. agree to cease any and all participation in the traffic.3?

Headquarters had asserted as a “fundamental fact” that Chao La’s people
“depended on the opium trade to sustain themselves, and argued that this
required cutting the connection with himz:]replied that the same fact
applied to many Hmong, Lao Theung, and other ethnic minorities supplying
manpower to the irregulars. Did this mean that Headquarters wanted him to
abolish the whole program? Before mandating any such move, it should take
into account that one regiment-size unit currently supporting Vang Pao’s
Operation| ;was composed mostly of Yao.3*

Washington reacted with surprise to the assertion that tribesmen other than
the Yao depended on the traffic. Elsewhere, it had believed, production served
only local demand. Asking for Tovar’s comment on this, Headquarters went -
on to offer a compromise on Chao La and the other tribes. So long as the
troops themselves did not participate in the traffic in any way, the fact that rel-

3
2
3y
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atives “in the jungle” might be growing opium would not require demobiliza-

THE NARCOTICS QUESTIOND

-tion of affected units. Tovar’s reply to this has not been found, but he

presumably seized on the suggested compromise, and increased his emphasis
on keeping the troops quarantined from the opium traffic.3| |

 The compromise formula offered by Washington appears to have ended the
tortured argument over the mutually exclusive goals of total quarantine from
the drug traffic and maximum paramilitary exploitation of tribal manpower.
No other material has been found that refers to any CIA association with par-
ties alleged or known to be involved in commercial narcotics production, dis-
tribution, or sale.[ |
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SOURCE NOTE AND SUGGESTED READING

This volume is the fourth in my series about CIA participation in the Sec-
ond Indochina War. As with the first three, I have benefited from unrestricted
access to Directorate of Operations files. Another invaluable source has been
the Department of State’s Foreign Relations of the United States, and the work
of authors such as Douglas Blaufarb and Kenneth Conboy has been most help-
ful. Finally, key participants have been extraordinarily generous with their
time. I am grateful to all my interview subjects, and especially to Bill Lair and
Jim Glerum, whose long tenure in key positions in Laos made them the targets
of repeated requests for more information and interpretation. Former chiefs of
station Doug Blaufarb, Ted Shackley, Larry Devlin, and Hugh Tovar were also
most helpful. The other station officers interviewed for this story are acknowl--
edged in the narrative. But [ am keenly aware that their help is largely respon-
sible for whatever success this account has in conveying the flavor of the
enterprise. ‘
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